


Mission:
Transforming the lives of abused and at-risk children, young adults and families by 
empowering them to create new choices and new hope in a caring community.

Vision:
To break the cycle of abuse and neglect by mending spirits and renewing hope

Core Values:
•A deep appreciation of our history and longstanding roots in the community.
•Hold ourselves to high moral and ethical standards inspired by our duty to the 
community and our never wavering mission to be of service to those in need.
•A careful steward of all that is entrusted to us.
•Develop best-in-class solutions to enrich as many lives as possible with high-
quality services.
•Enhance the wellbeing of children, young adults and families through 
transformative healing relationships and hope.
•Treat all with kindness, compassion, and respect. 



Our Programs Include:

➢ Therapeutic Foster Care (0-18)
• Large Sibling Groups
• Pregnant & Parenting 
• Transitional Living 
• Sibling Preservation 

➢ Homeless Services (18-24)
• Transitional Living 
• Rapid Re-Housing 
• Family Support 

2018 Total served: 482 
2019 Total served: 572 
*children not funded 176

➢ Clinical Services
• Basic Skills
• Rehab
• Therapy & Empowerment 

Groups

➢ Educational Support
• Tutoring 
• Scholarship 

➢ Child Sex Trafficking Victims 
Healing Center 
Under development 
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Child Sex Trafficking 

➢ Commercial sexual exploitation of children (also known as child sex 
trafficking) involves the:
• Recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, obtaining, or 

advertising of a minor child for the purpose of a commercial sex act. 

➢ Traffickers often prey upon a child’s vulnerability and use psychological 
pressure, violence and intimidation to control the child for financial 
benefit relating to their sexual exploitation.

➢ Child sex trafficking has devastating consequences for its victims, including 
long-lasting physical and psychological trauma, disease, or even death. 

➢ Children with adverse childhood experiences such as abuse and neglect, 
living in foster care and/or in the juvenile justice system are at heightened 
risk. 



Nevada CSEC Coalition

Based on the 2019  Coalition Strategic Plan:

➢ Nevada is a major destination for child exploitation 

➢ Nevada ranked 10th in the nation for the number of human trafficking cases 
reported to the National Human Trafficking Hotline in 2017
o At least 92% of the 199 cases involved sex trafficking, and 23% of the 199 

involved minors.

➢ FBI’s Innocence Lost Initiative identified Las Vegas as one of thirteen High 
Intensity Child Prostitution Areas.

➢ In 2017, Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department (LVMPD) identified 126 
minor sex trafficking victims, with 122 being female and 4 being male. Of the 
126, 80 were reported as prior runaways, and 79 were local youth



2019 Coalition Strategic Plan

Objective  2b. Provide a holistic continuum of care for CSEC, including 
quality placement options with secure funding sources.
Strategy 

2b.2. Facilitate the development of specialized treatment foster 
homes, specialized group homes and specialized residential 
treatment for CSEC; and the identification of secure funding. 

“The longer you stay, the less hope you have”. 

-16-year-old trafficking victim 



Our Response 

St. Jude’s Ranch for Children is planning to create the first of its kind-
Healing Center based on:

• History-over 50 years serving children and youth with complex 
trauma

• Knowledge-Highly experienced leadership team 
• Track Record-Proven program outcomes 
• Resources-Land, staffing and industry knowledge 

o Use of 11 acres of existing 38 acres of land
• Partnership-State and local partners to include Clark County 

Department of Family Services, Social Services and Juvenile 
Justice Services

The Healing Center will provide specialized and holistic care for child 
victims of sex trafficking to break the cycle of abuse and neglect and 
transition these young people from victim to survivor and then thriving.  



Boulder City Campus
Existing Residential Program Lot for the Healing Center



A one of a kind residential program to provide hope and healing to 
child victims of sex trafficking.

Healing Center



Proposed Residential Home 



Healing Center Proposal

Campus will include: 

•Administration building with emergency shelter (approx. 
4,110 sq. ft.)

•Multi-purpose building (approx. 6,000 sq. ft.)

o On-site school 

o Computer lab

o Yoga and meditation room

o Physical fitness room

o Courtyard 

• Large residential home (approx. 4,640 sq. ft.)

• Smaller residential home (approx. 3,700 sq. ft.)

• Estimated cost $15million dollar project 



Contact Info:
Christina Vela, CEO
Cvela@stjudesranch.org
702-294-7111

mailto:Cvela@stjudesranch.org

